Virginia Angus Association

September 2025

... Walter Nichols
... Kevin Fleenor
... David Chevalier
... Scott Bennett

Walter Nichols
David Chevalier
Andy DeHaven
Jason Arehart

Aaron Thaler

Kenny Payne
Ethan Tanner
Brett Stratton

Stefanie Manbeck

A Letter From Your

President...
Walter Nichols

Virginia Association

Members,

Angus

It is a great pleasure and a
profound honor to be serving as the
President of the Board of Directors
for the Virginia Angus Association.
As we move into the third quarter
of this year, I am proud to be part
of this incredible community of
breeders, producers, and enthusiasts
who share a deep commitment to
the Angus breed. The trust you have
placed in me is a responsibility I
take seriously, and I am excited to
continue working with each of you to
uphold the legacy of excellence that
defines our association.

Our association has a rich history
built on a foundation of hard work,
integrity, and a shared passion for
raising top-quality Angus cattle. This
is a legacy we must not only maintain
but also build upon. As we look to the
future, we face both opportunities
and challenges. The agricultural
landscape is constantly evolving,
and it is crucial that we adapt and
innovate to ensure the continued
prosperity of our members and the
Angus breed in Virginia.

As we head into the busy fall
season, I want to extend my best
wishes to all of you as you prepare
for your upcoming production sales.

I wish you nothing but the best
for a successful sale season. The
hard work and dedication you put
into your breeding programs are a
testament to your commitment to
the Angus breed, and I am confident
your efforts will be rewarded.

I also want to remind you of a
valuable benefit of your membership.
We are here to help you get the word
out about your sales! Please be
sure to send us your sale flier and
information. We will happily share
it on our social media channels and
on the association website, for free.
The more we can promote your sale,
the more potential buyers will see it.
Let’s work together to make this a
successful season for everyone.

As we look ahead to October,
our thoughts are with the many
junior members who are preparing
to show at the Virginia State Fair.
We are praying for safe travels and
hope that all our junior exhibitors
have a great time and make lasting
memories. It is through their passion
and dedication that the future of the
Angus breed is secured.

As always, we look forward
to hearing from all of you. Your
suggestions, comments, and yes,
even your complaints, are essential
for us to serve you better. We
encourage you to reach out and
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share your thoughts.

I am confident that by working

together, we can achieve great
things. The dedication and passion “A ANG“S
of our members are our greatest

assets. I invite you to join me in this

exciting chapter for the Virginia ANN“ Al MEETING
Angus Association. Your insights

and commitment are invaluable, and
I look forward to connecting with

many of you at our upcoming events
MARCH 7, 2028
Thank you for your continued ]

support and dedication to the Angus
breed.

Best g THE VIRGINIAN HOTEL IN
LYNGHBURG, VA

President
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Selling choice of 4 flush sisters out of

TEHAMA PRIDE DENT D128
AAA 7#18475358

With over 200 contemporaries
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@RE 4'@104;%F 4'@109@ ; Montana Judgement 1038!
AAA #21288707
AAA #21288708
AAA #21288709
AAA #21288710
MONTANA JUDGEMENT 1038
AAA #20193391

MYSTIC HILL FARM

% A8TH PERFORMANCE BULL & FEMALE SALE

. W NOVEMBER 1, 2025 + 1:00 P.M.
| 5(9* g/ AT THE FARM IN CULPEPER, VA

THAT ARE BUILT FOR David Chevalier WATCH + BID ONLINE
THE LONG HAUL WITH Farm Manager @ SALE
MYSTIC HILL ELBA 8011 DOCUMENTED 318.564.4669 Ve

DONOR DAM OF 4050 FOOT SCORES!
AAA #19466705 WWW.MYSTICHILLFARMS.COM

MYSTIC HILL CLARION 4050
AAA #21287658
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Paul S. Bennett Dalton G. Bennett
(434) 941-8245 (434) 664-7946
Jim G. Bennett Brian R. Bennett
(434) 664-7935 (434) 664-8309
Scott R. Bennett
(434) 660-7268
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REGISTER FOR SALE

Sale book available upon
request PRE-REGISTER for the
Sale at
www.KNOLLCRESTFARM.com
or by scanning the QR Code

W Auctions i

PO. Box 117 ® Red House, VA 23963
Martha Johnson, Office Manager
(434) 376-3567
knollcrest@knollcrestfarm.com

www.knollcrestfarm.com



American Angus Board Update

By Paul Bennett

Dear Fellow AAA Members,

Thanks for the opportunity to give
you a brief update of happenings at the
American Angus Association. As your
director, I've had a fast paced summer
with many exciting Association matters
and interactions with our membership.
Our board just finished a busy week
of committee Zoom meetings to give
us a running start on the upcoming
quarterly board meeting. The agenda for
our September board meeting looks to
create a busy three days in St Joseph. I'll
highlight a few of the topics that will be
covered:

« Review the recently completed

Member Survey results
Consider the 2026-28 Long Range
Objectives and Core Strategies

Review the FY2025 year-end
financial projections and FY2026
budget approval
Review the AAA
Ownership Policy
Review the rollout of the Data
Driven Herd recognition program

Genomic

Review feedback on new EPDs-
Functional Longevity, Teat Size,
and Udder Suspension

Consider the addition of a mating
tool to project parent average EPDs
and inbreeding coefficient

Review of the 2025 National Angus
Junior Show

Review show judge selections

Review AngusLink and summer
video sales success

Review the Powered by Angus
national ad campaign

Review Angus Foundation
scholarship process and procedures

Consider reestablishment of the
Resource Development Committee
at AF

Discuss the Angus
strategic plan

Discuss supply and sales analysis at
CAB

Discuss Targeting CAB Prime-
EPD research for a best practices
recommendation

Discuss the AGI strategic plan

Foundation

Discuss the Methane and efficiency
research project

Discuss the Heart Health research
project

Review AGI’s customer service
survey results

Receive GeneMax update and
growth plans

Review of genetic evaluation clients

Receive Ag Media and Livestock
Publication Council awards and
recognition of API

Review new advertising features
and options

Asalways, Iwelcome the opportunity
to discuss Association matters with you
at any time. Our breed is well positioned
to be at the forefront of the beef industry,
but staff and board are constantly
looking for new opportunities to provide
added value to an American Angus
Association membership.

Best wishes for a successful Fall 2025!
Respectfully, Paul Bennett
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Ginger Hill Helen 101 Ginger Hill Blackbird 035
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Ginger Hill Blackbird 126 ©
AAA# 20423550

Ginger Hill Dawn 97
AAA# 19614276

BROOKE AND ANN MILLER
PO BOX 150 * Washington, VA 22747
540-522-8363 * Brooke@GingerHillAngus.com

GingerHillAngus.com  DWAuction

Ginger Hill Knockout » AAA# 19937213

ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE

NOWV. 15, 2025

The Culpeper Agricultural Enterprises

Culpeper, VA ¢ Sale Time: 12 p.m.
4 PERFORMANCE-TESTED
FALL YEARLING ANGUS BULLS
3 4 FALL CALVING COWS AND HEIFERS
Many with calf-at-side or heavy in calf

A

Balanced Trait,
Functional Cattle

BRED TO
PERFORM
ON GRASS

Ginger Hill Dawn 114
AAA# 20423540

Ginger Hill Helen 036 :
AAA# 19937169

Ginger Hill Helen 045 Ginger Hill Helen 121
AAA# 19937179 AAA# 20423545

M

Matt Macfarlane

MARKETING

(916) 803-3113 | m3cattlemarketing@gmail.com




POINT PLEASANT ANGUS

ANGUS = FAMILY  TRADITION

o)
FIRST SATURDAY IN OCTOBER

POINT PLEASANT ANGUS
5849 EAST BLUEGRASS TRAIL / BLAND, VIRGINIA

THANK YOU J5t foct segredd
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PHA is destined to fulfill his placeasa
d ant multi-trait sire in the Angus business. Sired

by EWA Captain and out of a tremendous Home Town
dam, Alpharrises to the top percentiles in every trait of
economicimportance, plus offers a “skip step” as an
outcross to many pedigrees. We are currently using Alpha
on our elite open heifers.

Regardless of geographic location or environment, GAR Alpha offers the
opportunity in registered or commercial cow-calf operations to accelerate
geneticimprovement.

SEMEN IS FOR SALE, CONTACT:

(888) 250-3707

o —

MarketMékerS MMBGenetics@gmail.com
Beef &mm MarketMakersBeef.com
$50 /straw ¢ $50/ certificate
OWNERS
OGEECHEE GARDINER TRAVIS CROSS B&B
FARMS ANGUS RANCH BUNCH FARMS

9

VA ANGUS
BREEDERS SHOW

DEGEMBER 12-14, 2025

HARRISONBURG, VA

EDGEWOOD ANGUSLLC

Olivia Thompson (540) 892-4447 + Doug Harris (804) 332-1456
Pete Henderson (757) 880-7274 - Peter Henderson (757) 298-6300




THE INDUSTRY

STANDARD
NOW HAS HIGHER
STANDARDS.

Next Generation Genetic Testing
For Best Generation Angus.

Never satisfied. That’s the true trait of any
Angus breeder. Same with us. Angus GS™
is not resting on past accomplishments.
There’s more work to be done. With

the addition of 22,000 SNPs, Angus GS
becomes the unmatched Angus specific
genomic profiler. It provides greater power
for traits including calving ease, birth
weight, marbling, heifer pregnancy and
more. Realize your operation’s full potential.

Visit angus.org/AGl/AngusGS for the
next generation, and only, genomic test
of its kind.

FOR ANGUS. BY ANGUS.

ANGUS S

Powered by Neogen®

Angus GS is a trademark of Angus Genetics.



Are you a Data Drive Herd?

Since Angus Herd Improvement
Records (AHIR®) was established in
1958, Angus breeders have answered
the call to collect and submit phenotypes
on their herds. These phenotypes have
been used to create numerous genetic
selection tools for registered Angus cattle
and continue to fuel the weekly genetic
evaluation. In the last several years, the
American Angus Association Board of
Directors has been discussing ways to
better recognize herds who continue to
contribute to the AHIR program. Data
Driven Herd highlights those committed
to improving both their own herd and
the Angus breed.

Current AHIR programs

The Pathfinder program that was
established in 1978 to identify individual
females that breed early as heifers and
consistently remain in production while
weaning above average calves for the
herd.

Inventory  Reporting is  the
Association’s  whole-herd reporting
program that ensures complete

production records on all females in a
herd are reported annually. All herds
participating in Inventory Reporting
and its second-tier, MaternalPlus®, are
recognized on angus.org. Females who
qualify for MaternalPlus also display the
logo on EPD/Pedigree Look-up.

In 2021, phenotypic traits submitted
for individual animals were listed on
their registration certificate and EPD/
Pedigree Look-up. The traits listed in
bold indicate those phenotypes that
are currently included in the genetic
evaluation.

In August 2025, a new recognition
program, Data Driven Herd, was
launched. This program aims to
recognize herds who contribute to AHIR
by submitting sets of phenotypes on a
variety of traits each year. Qualifying
herds will be recognized annually at one
of three levels: bronze, silver or gold.
How to qualify as a Data Driven
Herd

The first step to qualify for this
recognition program is to be enrolled
in Inventory Reporting with at least five
cows enrolled.

Herds must be actively participating
in whole herd reporting to establish their
active inventory of females. The number
of enrolled cows in your herd establishes
the base for the minimum number of
required phenotypes for each trait.

In addition, a herd’s registrations
during the award year must equal
at least 50% of the active cow herd
inventory. For example, if a herd has 50
cows enrolled in Inventory Reporting,
there must have been at least 25 animals
registered during the award year.

To qualify for the Bronze level,
herds must also submit at least 8 traits,
meeting the minimum number required
for your individual herd, which is based
on the number of cows enrolled in
Inventory Reporting.

To earn the Silver level recognition,
herds must report at least 10 traits,
meeting the minimum number required
for your individual herd.

To earn the top recognition level,
Gold, herds must also be earning
Inventory Reporting’s MaternalPlus®
status, and submit at least 12 traits,
meeting the minimum number of
required phenotypes for each trait.

Each award year includes data submitted
Oct. 1 — Sept. 30. The period aligns with
the Association’s fiscal year.

Percent required for each trait

Table 1 lists the required percentage
needed for each trait. For example, if a
herd has 100 cows enrolled in Inventory
Reporting, to meet the minimum
requirements for birth weight, 75 birth
weights would need to be submitted
from Oct. 1 — Sept. 30. This allows room
for females that may not have a calf born
because they were a donor, moved a
calving season or a calf dies, etc.

Looking at another example, scrotal
requires a minimum of 20%. For a herd
with 100 cows enrolled, at least 20
yearling scrotal measures are required.
Twenty percent is required for scrotal
as we consider that approximately 50%
of the calf crop will be bulls, and not all
those bulls will remain in the herd until
yearling age.

The percentages were set to be
attainable to achieve, but also realistic

regarding each specific trait and the
number of records a herd may be
able to collect. Keep in mind, while
the minimum number of phenotypes
were set for meeting the requirements
of the program, submitting complete
contemporary groups is still the best
practice for genetic comparisons.
Complete contemporary groups are the
best way to ensure that calves receive
credit for their performance within the
herd. If records are not reported, then it
affects all the calves within a group, not
just the calf with a missing record.

For phenotypes to meet
requirements for each trait, they must
be collected within the appropriate
age window for the individual trait.
The program is designed to recognize
herds that are contributing at an above
average level; the parameters for the
program may be reviewed and updated
as needed.

Herd recognition

Recognition will be awarded
annually at Angus Convention. Herds
earning the Data Driven Herd status will
also have access to the logo for use in
advertising.

The first recognition will be awarded
at the 2025 Angus Convention in Kansas
City, Mo.

How to determine your status

To view your current status, you
can visit your AAA Login account on
angus.org. On the homepage in the
AHIR widget, click on the green “New
AHIR Data Driven Herd Recognition
Program” button.

This will load a dashboard that lists
details about the program as well as
your herd’s current status. The current
status of the herd is for data submitted
during the fiscal year (Oct. 1 — Sept. 30).
Listed are the number of cows currently
enrolled for your herd, the number of
registrations since Oct. 1, 2024, and
the number of completed traits. There
is also a table that lists the minimum
number of phenotypes needed for each
trait for your herd as well as how many
are submitted. If a trait has a green
check mark next to it, the minimum has
been met for this program.



For decades, Angus breeders like
you have been dedicated to collecting
and submitting phenotypes. Due to this
commitment, the Angus breed has the
largest single beef breed database in
the world. These continued efforts are

what continues to support the genetic Cattle Marketing
advancement of the breed and ensures & Consulting
seedstock and commercial herds X
1I;Iz‘i;/eedianccul;zi)ter :isctlon tools for their LONCRETE FEED BUNKS. »
§ Prog : MONTANA POST DRIVERS. e ‘

LATTLE MARKETING & LONSUL TINE.

BUNK DETAILS:

J Bunks - 8 feet long, 4000 psi concrete, re-bar

(18 on a full tractor trailer load)

U Bunks - 8 feet long, 4000 psi concrete, re-bar
(25 on a full tractor trailer load) Zach Moffitt + 336-736-6340 - zmoffittcattlemarketing.com

Call for shipping quote.

YOUR COMPLETE FARM AND HOME CENTER

Hillsville branch Galax branch Woytheville Branch Tazewell Branch
505 E Stuart Dr 201 Meadow St 1055 Industry Rd 1251 Tazewell Ave
Hillsville, VA 24343 Galax, VA 24333 Wytheville, VA 24382 Tazewell, VA 24651

276-728-2912 276-236-2181 276-228-3401 276-988-3411
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Give us a call when you're ready to speak with a Iender who
understands your needs.
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New Calves, New Opportunities

Fall calving is here. Set the calves up for successful data collection.
By Esther Tarpoff, Director of Performance Programs

For those who have fall-calving
females, now is the time to prepare
for a successful calving season. The
contemporary group a calf is in at birth
will continue to follow that calf as it gets
older. Records from calving are also
fueling the three new traits released in
May 2025: functional longevity (FL),
teat size (Teat) and udder suspension
(UDDR).

When to measure

Calving records should be recorded
within 24 hours of the birth to have an
accurate measure for the birth weight of
the calf and udder quality of the dam.
For complete information on calving
records, visit www.angus.org/ahir/how-
to-collect/calving.

There are several data points that
should be collected at calving for both
the calf and the dam. For the calf, tag,
tattoo, sex, sire, dam, date of birth,
recipient dam if an embryo transfer,
calving ease and birth weight should be
recorded. In addition, if the calf dies prior
to weaning, it is important to still record
the calf in the calving book but include
a birth disposal code for the cause of
death. Keeping records of calves born,
even those that may not be registered,
is important for calculating the dam’s
calving interval and maintaining
complete cow production records as well
as providing records for the FL EPD.

For the dam, calving is the time to
record scores for teat size and udder
suspension. These scores are used in the
Teat EPD and UDDR EPD.

How to measure

When measuring birth weights on
calves, using a digital or spring scale is
the best method and the only method
accepted by the Association. Options
like hoof tapes or heart and girth
measurements provide only an estimated
weight, often overestimating the weight
of smaller calves and underestimating
the weight of larger calves.

Birth weight is the greatest recorded
trait each year. In fiscal year 2024, there
were more than 347,000 birth weights
submitted to Angus Herd Improvement
Records (AHIR®).

For calving ease scores, use the 1-to-5
scoring scale from the Association. Table
1 lists the scores and their description.
While all females can have a calving-ease
score recorded, only calving-ease scores
from first-calf heifers are included in the
calving-ease traits.

For the dam, birth of the calf is
the time to collect scores on the udder.
Teat and udder scores are collected at
calf birth because that is a critical time
in that calf’s life to ensure colostrum
is received. If a calf is unable to nurse
after birth because of udder problems,
inadequate colostrum intake can have

e ot !

long-lasting effects for the calf.

Teat size and udder suspension
are both scored on the combined worst
quarter of the udder and each trait is
scored independently on a 1-to-9 scale.
In fiscal year 2024, there were more than
100,000 scores submitted for udder
conformation. For more information,
visit www.angus.org.

How to record

Each member has their own system
for successful data collection. Some
choose a notebook and hand record the
information. Others use the Angus Black
Book, while others use a digital device or
the calving-book feature in the Angus
Mobile App.

After collection of quality and
accurate records, the next step is
reporting the data to the American Angus
Association to have those phenotypes
included in the weekly National Cattle
Evaluation.

Table 1

Score  Description

1 No assistance

Some assistance
Mechanical assistance

Caesarean assistance

L51 N S S N

Abnormal delivery

Breaking News! We are excited to announce that 2026 will be bringing some fresh changes
to the Angus Connection Newsletter. It will no longer be a quarterly newsletter and it will
become the Angus Connection MAGAZINE! This new publication will come out twice a yearin
the Spring and Fall. Check out our new advertising rates below and reach out to
Stefanie at vaangus1933@gmail.com with questions.

Full Page
Half Page

$350
$175

Quarter Page

$100

Breeder Business Card $40
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